Having a student in the Sycamore Music
Program makes your family an important
part ofCo-Presidents’
the Booster
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A sincere thank you goes out to all parents of
music students in the Sycamore school district!
Your support in encouraging your student to
practice and to come prepared to sectionals and
full rehearsals makes all the difference. We are
proud of our strong music department in
Sycamore!
We also appreciate your attendance at the
students’ performances throughout the year and at
the music department’s fundraisers: The
Pumpkinfest Craft Fair in October and A Note to
Remember in February.
Additionally, a resounding thank you goes out to
all who have volunteered during the 2012-2013
school year. Your efforts provide our children with
the best possible opportunities and materials.
Finally, our heart-felt appreciation goes to the
entire staff of Sycamore’s music department. Your
caring instruction leaves a lasting impression on
all of the music students of Sycamore.
Best wishes for a safe and enjoyable summer!

Upcoming Events
Band

Orchestra

Chorus

Tuesday, May 14,
SHS Pep Band performs
Downtown Sycamore, 5:30
pm
Thursday, May 16,
HS Band Concert, SHS
Auditorium, 7:30 pm
Monday, May 20,
5th & 6th Grade Band Concert,
SHS Auditorium, 7:30 pm
May 23 or May 24, TBA,
Graduation Rehearsal,
Fieldhouse
Sunday, May 26, Graduation,
Fieldhouse
Monday, May 27,
Memorial Day Parade,
7th &8th Grade Band,
Downtown Sycamore
10:30 am

Monday, May 13,
Elem/MS Orchestra
Concert, SHS
Auditorium, 7:00 pm
Tuesday, May 14,
HS Orchestra Concert,
SHS Auditorium, 7:30

All choral performances
have been completed for
the 2012-2013 school year.
Congratulations on your
accomplishments!

Sycamore Music Boosters now has a Facebook
page! Be sure to “Like” us via this link:
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Sycamore-MusicBoosters/332357870195072?ref=hl

You are welcome and encouraged to
attend this month’s Music Boosters
meeting: Thursday, May 16 at 6:00
pm in the H.S. library. Elections will
be held for the positions of Treasurer,
Scholarship Chair. We are also seeking
a volunteer to serve as A Note To
Remember Fundraiser Co-Chair. If
interested, contact Music Booster
President, Ken Olson, at
olsonpt@comcast.net. Your
participation in whatever capacity you
choose is greatly appreciated and wellsupported by all the boosters and staff
of the music department!
HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!
On May 16 at 7:30 pm at the high school
auditorium, the Symphonic Band will perform a
new composition, Deep, Like the Rivers,
composed by Robert Bradshaw. This piece was
commissioned by bands from Sycamore High
School, Addison Trail High School, St. Charles East
High School, and Bowling Green State University.
This will be only the second performance of this
new work for band. The performance is free and the
public is welcome!

The Sycamore Music Boosters Blog
Can Come to You!
Go to the Sycamore Music Boosters website:
http://sycamoremusicboosters.com/
At the top, right corner, enter your email
address into the blog widget.
You’ll receive new posts automatically in your
email. (Email information is confidential –
never shared.)
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Liam Teague, Northern Illinois University’s Associate Professor of Music and Head of Steelpan Studies recently performed as Guest Artist
with the Sycamore High School Symphony Orchestra. Hailed as the “Paganini of the Steelpan” and known as the Number One-rated
Steelpanist in the United States, Teague performed three authentic pan compositions especially arranged to be performed with the
orchestra.
Liam Teague comments, “It is very important for me to come here and perform with these music students. I am passionate about introducing
the Steelpan to new audiences. The Steelpan is the National instrument of Trinidad and Tobago, and it was a pleasure sharing this
instrument with the students and audience members. I truly enjoyed working with these talented young musicians!”
Liam Teague currently serves as the Head of Steelpan Studies and Associate Professor of Music at Northern Illinois University, and codirects the Northern Illinois University Steelband. His commitment to demonstrating the great musical possibilities of the steelpan has taken
Teague to Europe, Asia, Australia, North and Central America, and the Caribbean. A strong advocate for original steelpan compositions,
Teague has commissioned a number of significant composers to write for the instrument. Teague has served as musical arranger of the TCL
Group Skiffle Bunch Steel Orchestra and Starlift Steel Orchestra for Panorama, the most prestigious steelband competition in the world.
Audience members enjoyed Teague’s performance of “Tico-Tico”, “Triplets”, and “Pan in A Minor” with the Symphony Orchestra, and were
privileged with an Encore solo performance by Teague on the steelpan. Sycamore High School Orchestra Director, Ken Tonaki comments,
“This was a wonderful opportunity for the students to learn and perform a very different style of music and rhythms than they are used to. The
performance went even better than expected - my students in the Symphony Orchestra let the Liam’s energy from the Steelpan take over;
they became really focused and performed extremely well! I am so pleased the students experienced this unique opportunity this evening.”
This opportunity was made possible with the support and sponsorship of the Sycamore Music Boosters. The Music Boosters, through fundraisers and volunteer efforts, provided this unique opportunity for the students. Tonaki also comments, “I am so thankful to the Sycamore
Music Boosters for sponsoring Liam as our guest artist, and for making this opportunity happen.”

NCJC Honors Orchestra
NCJC Honors Band

NCJC Honors Chorus
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